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Response to Amendment 

1. This action is responsive to the amendment filed on November 19, 2008. 
Claims 17-23 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Tsukakoshi et al. (U.S. Patent Number 6,496,510) hereinafter referred as 
Tsukakoshi. 

Tsukakoshi teaches the invention as claimed including a router device is 
provided with a plurality of router node devices interconnected via internal 
transmission lines, in which each of the plurality of router node devices 
comprises a unit for connecting to a plurality of networks (See abstract). 

As to claim 17, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control system comprising: 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing (Fig. 2, 15, 
forwarding unit), the transfer devices being connected to form a communication 
network (Fig. 2, 15, Column 6, lines 16-22) and 
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a routing control device that is remotely located from the transfer devices 
(Fig. 2, 15, Column 6, lines 16-22) to which said transfer devices are connected, 
said routing control device does not have transfer control processing functionality 
performed by the transfer devices (See Fig. 2, Column 2, lines 3-14, Column 4, 
lines 1 -Column 5, lines 28, Tsukakoshi discloses transfer devices (forwarding 
unit 15) are connected to routing control device), 

wherein said routing control device has routing control information and 
transmits the routing control information to said transfer devices (See Fig. 4, 
Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi routing 
control device has routing control information), and 

said transfer devices perform said transfer control processing of packets 
and transmit the packets to respective transfer devices based on said routing 
control information transmitted from said routing control device (See abstract, 
Column 4, lines 1-15, Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22, Tsukakoshi 
discloses transfer devices (forwarding unit 15) perform processing of packets 
based on routing control information), and 

wherein, in cases where said transfer devices do not have said routing 
control information, said transfer devices request transmission of said routing 
control information thereto from said routing control device (See Column 2, lines 
35-51). 

As to claim 18, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according 
to claim 17, wherein when said routing control device receives a request for 
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transmission of said routing control information from said transfer device, said 
routing control device transmits said routing control information, to the transfer 
device which requested this transmission (See Column 2, lines 35-51). 

As to claim 19, Tsukakoshi teaches a routing control device to which 
transfer devices that perform transfer control processing are connected, 
comprising: 

a routing processing unit configured to determine routing control 
information relating to packet transfer routes and transmit the routing control 
information to said transfer devices that are remotely located from the routing 
control device and are connected to form a communication network (See 
abstract, Column 2, lines 3-51, Column 3, lines 41 -Column 6, lines 22), and 

wherein when a request for transmission of said routing control 
information is received from said transfer device, said routing control device 
transmits said routing control information to the transfer device which requested 
this transmission (See abstract, Column 2, lines 35-51, Column 4, lines 1-15, 
Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). 

As to claim 20, Tsukakoshi teaches a transfer device that performs 
transfer control processing comprising: 

a transfer unit configured to perform said transfer control processing of 
packets and transmit the packets over a communication network formed by the 
transfer device and a plurality of other transfer devices, based on routing control 
information transmitted from a routing control device that is remotely located from 
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the transfer device and connected therewith, the transfer unit being configured to 
request transmission of said routing control information thereto from said routing 
control device, in case where the transfer device does not have said routing 
control information (See abstract, Column 2, lines 35-51, Column 4, lines 1-15, 
Column 5, lines 35-Column 6, lines 22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 21 -23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 

over Tsukakoshi as applied above, and further in view of Schwartz et al. (U.S. 
Patent Number 7,240,124) hereinafter referred as Schwartz. 

Tsukakoshi teaches the invention substantially as claimed including a 
router device is provided with a plurality of router node devices interconnected 
via internal transmission lines, in which each of the plurality of router node 
devices comprises a unit for connecting to a plurality of networks (See abstract). 

As to claim 21, Tsukakoshi teaches the routing control system according 
to claim 17. 

Tsukakoshi does not explicitly teaches the claim limitation routing control 
device is configured to receive congestion condition information from each of the 
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transfer devices, and to determine congestion conditions of physical links 
between the transfer devices based on the congestion condition information. 

However, Schwartz teaches the claim limitation of routing control device 
(route optimizer) is configured to receive congestion condition information from 
each of the transfer devices (router), and to determine congestion conditions of 
physical links between the transfer devices based on the congestion condition 
information (abstract). 

It would have been obvious to the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Tsukakoshi by adding functionality for router to receive 
congestion information, which would engineer traffic flows so as to avoid 
congestion and thereby improve network throughput. One would be motivated to 
do such to enhance system's performance. 

Claim 22 do not teach or define any new limitation other than above claim 
21 . Therefore, claim 22 rejected for similar reasons. 

As to claim 23, Tsukakoshi teaches the transfer device according to claim 

20. 

Tsukahoshi does not explicitly teach the claim limitation of transfer unit is 
configured to transmit congestion condition information to the routing control 
device. 

However, Schwartz teaches the claim limitation of transfer unit (router) is 
configured to transmit congestion condition information to the routing control 
device (route optimizer) (abstract). 
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It would have been obvious to the ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Tsukakoshi by adding functionality for configuring transfer 
unit to transmit congestion condition information to the routing control device, 
which would engineer traffic flows so as to avoid congestion and thereby improve 
network throughput. One would be motivated to do such to enhance system's 
performance. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not 

persuasive. 

In the remarks applicant argues in substance that; A) Tsukakoshi does not 
"transmits the routing control information to said transfer devices" (remarks page 
6). 

In response to A) The examiner respectfully disagree with the applicant. 
Tsukakoshi clearly teaches sending updated routing control information "routing 
information" to transfer devices "forwarding unit" (see Fig. 10, column 7, lines 25- 
30). Therefore, Tsukakoshi's teaching of sending routing information to 
forwarding unit meets the claimed Imitation. 

B) Tsukakoshi does not teach "transfer devices request transmission of 
said routing control information thereto from said routing control device" (remarks 
page 7). 

In response to B) The applicant is reminded that claim limitation must be 
given their reasonable broadest interpretation. Tsukakoshi teaches sending 
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routing information to forwarding unit (see Fig. 10, column 7, lines 25-30). 
Forwarding units forward packets based received routing information. Forwarding 
unit can not forward packet without routing information. The forwarding unit do 
not generate routing information its own. The forwarding unit must get the routing 
information if don't have it. Tsukakoshi teaches collecting routing information. 
Collecting could be broadly interpreted to be requesting and then receiving. 
Therefore, teaching of Tsukakohi meets the claimed limitation. 

Conclusion 

5. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of 
time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire 
THREE MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is 
filed within TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory 
action is not mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory 
period, then the shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory 
action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be 
calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, however, will 
the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Faruk Hamza whose telephone number is 
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571-272-7969. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached at 571-272-4006. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 886-217-9197 (toll -free). 
Faruk Hamza 
Patent Examiner 
Group Art Unite 2455 
/saleh najjar/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2455 



